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Clarke—Where deaf and hard of hearing children learn to listen and talk

continued on page 3

Today’s classrooms are noisier than
ever. All children may have difficulty hear-
ing teachers and fellow students due to
background noise and excessive reverbera-
tion, making learning difficult and hinder-
ing academic progress. It seems obvious
that a noisy classroom environment would
make it even more difficult for students
with hearing loss to learn effectively – but
how much more? And what can be done to
help minimize this challenge? Dr. Frank
Iglehart, Director of the Hudgins

CLARKE RESEARCH HAS
INTERNATIONAL IMPACT
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Masters students graduating from the Smith/Clarke Graduate Teacher Education Program enjoy
Josh Swiller’s Commencement address. See more photos inside...

Commencement 2008 See pages 4 & 5
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New York Times Bestselling Author
Josh Swiller began his Clarke
Commencement address in a typical way,
congratulating the eighth-grade graduates
on their accomplishments and hard work.
Addressing the students by name, he
encouraged each of them to “look at your-
self in the mirror when you get home, pat
yourself on the back and say ‘Good Job.’”
Swiller’s remarks, however, soon focused
on the unique challenges these students
have overcome.

“I would also like to offer another, per-
haps more unusual kind of congratula-
tions,” Swiller said. “I would like to con-
gratulate you on your deafness. Deafness
makes some things harder, but it also
makes everything richer.”

Swiller has been deaf since childhood
and grew up speaking and using hearing
aids before receiving a cochlear implant two
years ago at the age of 35. He is a graduate

of Yale University and has had a wide vari-
ety of careers including forest ranger, chef,
journalist, teacher and hospice social work-
er. He also spent two years serving in the
Peace Corps in Zambia, which he recounts
in his acclaimed novel The Unheard.

Swiller went on to describe how deaf-
ness, although a constant challenge, can
also provide positive advantages - serving
as a filter, a comfort and a teacher.
“Deafness will force you to ask yourself
again and again – how can I keep going?
How can I remember to be thankful? How
can I give to others who need help? These
are important questions to ask yourself,
and it is wonderful to have something that
will make you ask them every day. This is
deafness teaching us how to better love
ourselves and each other.”

To read Josh Swiller’s address in its
entirety, visit www.clarkeschool.org and click
on Commencement 2008.

Bestselling Author Inspires Clarke Community

Josh Swiller addresses Clarke Graduates.

 



As I approach
the end of my
first year at
Clarke, I am
cont inua l l y
i m p r e s s e d
with the pas-
sion and com-
mitment of
our staff, par-
ents, Board
and volun-
teers. It has been a pleasure to get to
know so many members of the Clarke
community as we work together to
strengthen our current services and shape
plans for the future. 

One area in which we are focusing
our attention is increasing enrollment at
each campus and exploring new ways to
“get the word out” to families who could
benefit from our services. We are moving
forward with the recommendations of our
Enrollment Task Force, which include an
increased focus on identifying and culti-
vating relationships with referral sources,
greater outreach efforts, and being in bet-
ter direct communication with prospec-
tive and current families. 

We are also exploring ways in which
we might expand our services to help
more children and families. We already
have a successful integrated preschool
program in Northampton that includes
hearing children and provides greater
inclusion for our students. Clarke
Pennsylvania is seeking to launch a similar
program, and we are exploring this possi-
bility at other locations. We also are look-
ing at expanding our mainstream services
to provide more classroom support and
create community resources for deaf and
hard of hearing children in the main-
stream to connect with each other.

It has been a busy and productive
year, full of new ideas and possibilities. I
am grateful to our staff and volunteers for
all their hard work as Clarke continues to
evolve, and as we strive to provide more
life-changing services to deaf children and
their families. I also want to thank you, as
members of the Clarke community, for
your support and interest in assisting us
with these efforts.

Bill Corwin, President

DRAMA
CLUB
David Bach of Springfield,
MA and Jennifer Akiva of
New York, NY starred as
Troy Bolton and Gabriella
Montez in the Clarke
Drama Club production
of High School Musical.
Twenty-four middle
school students worked
together to bring the
musical to life through
acting, singing, dancing
and behind the scenes
work, embodying one
of the show’s catchiest
tunes -- “We’re All in
This Together!”
(K.Szakalun photo)
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President’s
Update

NORTHAMPTON RETIREES HONORED
Retiring Northampton staff members Eleanor B. Jones, F. David Manning and

Donna Meehan were recognized by alumni at Homecoming and honored for their
many years of service. The entire Clarke community wishes each of these accom-
plished professionals the very best in their retirement. We also congratulate
Eleanor Jones on receiving the Calvin and Grace Coolidge Award for outstanding
public service to the community, one of the 2008 Paragon Awards sponsored by
the Daily Hampshire Gazette.

Donna Meehan
Librarian
17 years
“Mrs. Meehan encouraged
a passion for reading and
literature in all students
and made everyone feel
welcome in the library. 
She was the one who truly
inspired me to love books.
She has contributed so
much to Clarke.”

–Hannah Bartini CS ’04

F. David Manning
Director of the
Mainstream Center
46 years
“Under his leadership, the
Mainstream Center has
grown to include many new
programs that help stu-
dents prepare and succeed.
Dave and his staff have
done an outstanding job.
We all appreciate his many
years of dedicated service
to hundreds and hundreds
of children.”

–Kevin Nolan CS ’63

Eleanor B. Jones
Teacher
46 years
“Mrs. Jones was there with
us every step of the way
and continually encouraged
us to evolve. She always
seemed to find a way to
make even the grumpiest
student smile. The undeni-
able energy that she brings
to her job is visible in every
step she has taken in the
halls of Clarke School.”

–James Barden CS ’00
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Speaking of . . . 
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Audiological Center on Clarke’s Northampton
campus, is conducting a groundbreaking
study to answer these questions—and is
attracting international attention.

Supported by grants from the U.S.
Department of Education and the
Gustavus and Louise Pfeiffer Research
Foundation, Dr. Iglehart is testing hearing
and comprehension of children ages 5-16
under different noise and reverberant con-
ditions to determine specifically how stu-
dents with varying levels of hearing loss are
affected. The study includes children who
use hearing aids and cochlear implants and
children with typical hearing. 

Because very little research has been
done on classroom acoustics in relationship
to deaf and hard of hearing children, Dr.
Iglehart’s study has generated a great deal of
interest in the U.S. and abroad. He has pre-
sented talks on his research at the U.K.
Institute of Acoustics at the Royal Society in
London and the International Congress on

Acoustics in Madrid, which attracted profes-
sionals from nearly 50 countries, and to the
United States Access Board, the independ-
ent federal agency that enforces U.S. disabil-
ity law. This summer Dr. Iglehart will present
at the 155th Meeting of the Acoustical
Society of America in conjunction with the
European Acoustics Association in Paris. He
also serves on the American Academy of
Audiology’s Task Force on Classroom
Acoustics.

“Professionals, parents and govern-
ment officials in many countries recog-
nize the enormous impact that poor
acoustics can have on the classroom per-
formance of children with hearing loss,”
said Iglehart. “Clarke is providing much-
needed data to help educational leaders
set appropriate standards for classrooms
and find solutions to this issue. It is very
rewarding to know that this research will
help children all over the world to hear
and learn better.”

RESEARCH continued from page 1

Clarke’s Board of Trustees elected three
new members at its June meeting. Sara
Grosvenor of Washington, DC is a
Communications Executive and Journalist and
a descendent of Alexander Graham Bell;
Mansour Ghalibaf, a businessman in
Northampton, MA, owns the Hotel
Northampton and is very active in local causes;
Matt Long of Medfield, MA is an accountant
and entrepreneur and parent of a child who
attended Clarke School East. The Clarke com-
munity is pleased to welcome these new mem-
bers to our Board.

Clarke is pleased to announce that Claire
A. Troiano will be the new Director of the
Mainstream Center, starting July 1. Troiano is
beginning her 35th year at Clarke and has held
positions as a Teacher and Mainstream
Consultant. For the last 14 years she has served
as Director of Outreach Training Programs and
Oral Transliterating. Troiano succeeds F. David
Manning, who retired this year.

Clarke Jacksonville alumni, staff and sup-
porters visited Tallahassee to testify in
front of the Florida Senate Pre-K–12
Education Appropriations Committee. The
Brannan and Harvey families shared personal
stories of how Clarke’s expert support has
helped their children succeed in their neighbor-
hood schools and make full use of their
cochlear implants. Their testimony supported
efforts to secure increased state funding for
Florida families who choose listening and spo-
ken language for their deaf children.

The Clarke Holiday Card is now on sale!
To order your pack of ten cards for $8.00 and
view this year’s winning design, created by
Northampton student David Bach, visit
www.clarkeschool.org.

Clarke is happy to welcome Martha
deHahn as our new Director of Program
Information and Outreach. A parent of two
recent Clarke School alumni, deHahn previ-
ously worked as the Parent Outreach Specialist
for the Universal Newborn Hearing Program
within Massachusetts Early Intervention. She
will be working closely with families and pro-
fessionals at all of our campuses to spread the
word about the variety of programs available at
Clarke and expand outreach services. If you
would like more information about how chil-
dren can benefit from Clarke’s programs,
please contact Martha at (413) 587-7387 or
mdehahn@clarkeschool.org.

New Alumni Council Announces Members
Members of the new Clarke School

Alumni Council were announced at
Homecoming, held June 7 in
Northampton. The Clarke School
Alumni Association, the previous alumni
organization which was independent of
Clarke, voted to disband in summer of
2007 in order to create a new Alumni
Council that will work collaboratively
with Clarke administration to plan activi-
ties and involve more alumni of all ages
in the Clarke community.

We are pleased to welcome the follow-
ing charter members of the Alumni
Council. For more information about the
Alumni Council, please contact Sandy
Soderberg at ssoderberg@clarkeschool.org.

James Barden CS ’92-’00, Huntington, MA 

Hannah Bartini CS ’04, Pittsfield, MA

David Del Pizzo CS ’92, Foxboro, MA

Rodney Kunath CS ’58, Northampton, MA

Richard Mahaffy CS ’81, Northampton, MA

John McGinty CS ’02, Pepper Pike, OH

Cynthia (Catron) Pierce CS ’55, Darien, CT

Brian Pogorek CS ’80-’93, Spencer, MA

Curtis Reid CS ’80, Fredericksburg, VA

Christine (Duffy) Skwersky CS ’87,
Marlborough, MA

Joseph Slotnick CS ’48, Northridge, CA

Leif Young CS ’92-’93, West Newbury, MA

Members of the new Alumni Council:(l to r) Curtis Reid, James Barden, Christine Skwersky, Hannah
Bartini, Cynthia Pierce, Brian Pagorek and Rodney Kunath. (S. Soderberg photo) Additional council
members listed above.



At Clarke’s 114th Commencement,
graduate Kelley Flynn told the story of how,
after her hearing loss was discovered when
she was one year old, doctors told her par-
ents that she would never hear or speak. As
Flynn stood at the podium, poised and
smiling, she thanked her parents for “leav-
ing everything they had” to move from
Rotterdam, NY to western Massachusetts
so she could attend Clarke. 

“My father said to me, ‘I wish I could
call the doctors back in New York and tell
them they were wrong about you.’ Then he
said, ‘No, actually, you can call them!’ I
sure would love to,” said Flynn, inspiring
knowing laughter from the audience.

Flynn’s story is a perfect example of
the personal successes celebrated by the

Clarke community at Commencement.
Families, friends and staff honored eighth-
grade graduates from the Northampton
campus who are moving on to high school
next year and graduate students in the
Smith/Clarke Graduate Teacher Education
program, who will go on to work with deaf
children all over the world. 

As a new addition this year, the cere-
mony also recognized young graduates
from all Clarke’s locations who are moving
on to mainstream schools through a special
video presentation made possible by the
staff of each program. The audience was
delighted as the faces of these 31 young
children appeared on screen, and the stu-
dents confidently announced their names
and where they will be going to school next
year.

The Scott D. Fletcher Teacher of the
Year Award was presented to Cindy
Knowlton, Teaching Assistant and Art
Teacher in Northampton’s lower school.

“Our life, from the time we are born,
is a journey of a thousand miles in which
we have to take one step at a time,” said
graduate Emily Hewlings as she addressed
the large crowd. “For the 2008 seniors,
our first challenge in life was our hearing

loss. Thanks to the improvement in tech-
nology, we have the ability to communi-
cate with people all around us. We are
going out into the real world with new
challenges to face, and we are going to
make sure that we succeed.”
To read the student speeches in their entirety,
visit www.clarkeschool.org and click on
Commencement 2008.

2008
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Clarke Commencement
“We are going out into the real world with new challenges to face, and we are going to make sure that we succeed.”
Emily Hewlings, Class of 2008.

Graduating students recite The Road Not Taken by
Robert Frost.
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YOUNG GRADUATES 
FROM CLARKE’S FIVE SCHOOLS

CLARKE SCHOOL EAST
Joseph Morel, Plainville, MA
Frederick Murray, West Roxbury, MA
Owen Muzrim, Plymouth, MA
Trever Ross, Walpole, MA
Samantha Sequin, Chatham, MA
Hamilton Wheeler, Brewster, MA

CLARKE JACKSONVILLE
Dominic Allmond, Jacksonville, FL
Natalia Camacho, St. Augustine, FL
Alyssa Hampton, Yulee, FL
Jerome Marvel, Jacksonville, FL
Joshua Marvel, Jacksonville, FL
Stanley McConnell (Hart), Tampa, FL
Avani Shandilya, Jacksonville, FL
Christopher Smith, Jacksonville, FL

CLARKE SCHOOL NEW YORK
Alexander Berrios, Brooklyn, NY
Alixandra Camacho, Brooklyn, NY
Jodi Darby-Muller, New York, NY
Kianna McKie, New York, NY
Matias Pinto, Corona, NY
Kiara Ponder, New York, NY
Tatiana Rodriguez, Bronx, NY
Justin Salgado, Maspeth, NY
Kylee Velez, New York, NY

CLARKE PENNSYLVANIA
Brian Beatty, Collegeville, PA
Dominic Branca, Eagleville, PA
Maxwell Collins, Schwenksville, PA
Dylan O’Hara, Downington, PA 
Gianna Sands, Norristown, PA

CLARKE SCHOOL NORTHAMPTON
Juliet Corwin, Leverett, MA
William Rukakoski, Southampton, MA
Patrick Schloss, Amherst, MA
Early Leaver
Steven LaFleche, Amherst, MA

CLARKE SCHOOL 
CLASS OF 2008

Kelley Stone Flynn, 
Holyoke, Massachusetts

Emily Jo Hewlings, 
Hatfield, Massachusetts

Naomie Labaze-Villalba, 
Greenwich, Connecticut

Kimberly Marie Roman, 
Springfield, Massachusetts

Victor M. Rosa, 
Springfield, Massachusetts

Clarke President Bill Corwin congratulates
Kelley Flynn.

Above: Clarke School Class of 2008: (left to right) N. Labaze-Villalba,
K. Roman,V. Rosa, K. Flynn, and E. Hewlings.

Below: Graduates of the Smith/Clarke Graduate Teacher Education
Program with Dr. Alan Marvelli, Bruce Rosenfield and Bill Corwin. 
For a listing of Smith/Clarke graduates, visit www.clarkeschool.org and
click on Commencement 2008.

Above: Dr. Alan Marvelli and Bruce Rosenfield enjoy
Commencement with new trustee Sara Grosvenor.

Below: Proudly celebrating the 50th anniver-
sary of  his Clarke graduation, Rodney Kunath
shows off the same jacket he wore in 1958. 
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WAYS TO GIVE
The following types of gifts are some of
the most common methods of making a
commitment to future generations of
children who need Clarke. These gifts
can provide you with the personal satis-
faction of making a contribution of last-
ing significance. Some of them provide
you with income during your lifetime,
and they offer substantial income and
estate tax savings.

Cash gift • Stock/Bonds 
Gifts in kind • Bequests 

Named Endowments 
Memorial Gift/Honoring Gift 

Life insurance 
Matching gift program 

Real estate • Life income gift
Retirement plans

Contact Susan Frost, Vice President for
Development, Clarke School for the Deaf,
47 Round Hill Road, Northampton, MA
01060-2199, (413) 584-3450 V/TTY, 
(413) 584-3358 FAX, 
e-mail: develop@clarkeschool.org.

To make a gift using your credit card, call
Melanie Gulow in the Development Office
at (413) 582-1189 or give online at
www.clarkeschool.org. Your gift is 
tax-deductible as allowed by law. 
Thank You!

DEVELOPMENT NEWS

SAVE THE DATE

Design courtesy of Clay Crow, Mantis Graphics, Easthampton, MA

Celebration of Sound
Clarke Jacksonville Auditory/Oral Center

held its 8th Annual Celebration of Sound ben-
efit, raising over $17,000 for the scholarship
fund. This year’s Masquerade Ball, “Unmask
the Possibilities,” allowed over 200 guests to
get creative with costumes and discover all
that is possible for today’s deaf children.
Vonetta Flowers, Olympic Gold Medalist and
mother of a Clarke Jacksonville student, gave
a stirring key note speech that moved the
audience to tears, and a special video, created
by Kevin Houghton, showcased the success of
Clarke Jacksonville students. Jacksonville’s
#1 sportscaster and friend of Clarke
Jacksonville Sam Kouvaris performed as mas-
ter of ceremony and Ray Wolford helped raise
awareness and funds as the auctioneer.

Clarke is grateful to all of our generous
and hard working volunteers and the follow-
ing sponsors for their support of the event:

Presenting Sponsor – The Florida Times-
Union Newspaper

Gold Sponsors – Channel 4/WJXT 4;
Impress Digital Printing

Silver Sponsors – Dr. J. Douglas Green,
Jacksonville Hearing and Balance Center;
Harry’s Seafood Bar & Grille; Puff N’ Stuff
Catering; Southern Wine & Spirits; Rising
Sun Video Productions

Bronze Sponsors – American Electrical
Contracting; First Bank of Jacksonville; Jax
Party Rentals; Marks Gray, PA; Nemours;
North Florida Plumbing; Reeves Insulation;
RV Young Construction; Trinchero Family
Estates; Cox Radio; DJ Harmony; JAC
Ceramics; Jason Cobb; Colleen Brandao

Picture the Possibilities
Clarke School – New York held its second

annual spring benefit, “Picture the Possibilities”
at the Danese Gallery in Chelsea, raising over
$25,000 for the school. Hosted by Kassie and
Jim DePaiva, stars of ABC-TV’s One Life to Live
and parents of a Clarke School – New York alum-
nus, the one-night only photography exhibit fea-
tured the works of Bob Bessoir, Michael Easton,
John Kenny and Rob Santeramo, four of the
DePaivas’ colleagues from One Life to Live.

Clarke thanks The Rienzi Foundation and
Merrill Lynch for their generous sponsorship of
this event.

New York Pond Life by Bob Bessoir

CHARITY NAVIGATOR GIVES CLARKE FOUR STARS
Clarke has been awarded a four-star rating from Charity Navigator, America's pre-

mier independent charity evaluator. Charity Navigator helps charitable givers make
informed giving decisions by providing in-depth, objective ratings and analysis of the
financial health of America's largest charities. In earning Charity Navigator's highest four
star rating, Clarke has demonstrated exceptional financial health, outperforming most
of its peers in its efforts to manage and grow its finances in the most fiscally responsi-
ble way possible. For more information visit: www.charitynavigator.org
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Vonetta
Flowers,
Olympic Gold
Medalist and
parent of a
Jacksonville
student, shares
her family’s
story. 



No Child 

Left Behind

2008 SPONSORS
Massachusetts Commission for the

Deaf and Hard of Hearing (MCDHH)
Gallaudet University
Oticon, Inc.
PEPNet-Northeast
Phonak
Siemens Hearing Instruments
Cochlear Americas
National Technical Institute for the

Deaf (NTID)

October 23 and 24, 2008

on Mainstreaming Students
with Hearing Loss

29th Annual 
Fall Conference 
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ALEXANDER GRAHAM BELL’S GREAT GRANDSON

Gilbert and Alma Coville Continue
Family Ties to Clarke Children

CHARITABLE GIFT
ANNUITIES

Although most people think of insurance
companies when they think of annuities,
Clarke and other non-profit organizations
also offer annuities. They are called "char-
itable gift annuities" because, as a chari-
table organization, we make the pay-
ments to you for your lifetime. A CGA is a
gift vehicle that pays you (and an addi-
tional annuitant, if you desire) a predeter-
mined amount each year for life. The gift
can be established with cash, securities or
other property, and in return you receive
fixed annuity payments from Clarke on a
regular basis, along with a variety of tax
benefits. Annuity rates are based on your
age when the CGA is established.

To learn more about gift annuities and
other ways to support Clarke children,
contact the Office of Development at
(413) 582-1189 or
develop@clarkeschool.org.

Gilbert Grosvenor Coville, great grand-
son of Alexander Graham Bell and Mabel
Hubbard Bell, passionately continues his
family’s interest in giving children the
opportunity to listen and talk. A member of
Clarke’s Board of Trustees since 1975, Mr.
Coville and his wife Alma determined that
charitable gift annuities provided an ideal
way for them to support Clarke’s work in
the future.

“Gift annuities work for many people
who want to support a charity - even if you
don’t have a large amount of immediate
income to work with,” said Mr. Coville, who
retired 20 years ago as a supervisor at TWA.
“Annuities provide a variety of tax benefits
and help you avoid capital gains taxes,
which can be an issue at our age.”

Charitable gift annuities are part gift, part
annuity, according to Susan Frost, Vice
President for Development. “They allow friends
to provide Clarke with a future gift in exchange
for a set amount of annual income they receive
during their lifetimes.”(See sidebar.)

Mr. and Mrs. Coville have set up multi-
ple charitable gift annuities with Clarke and
feel that annuities are a good fit for their

financial situation. “At our age you have
many people to think about and plan for –
children, grandchildren, great grandchil-
dren,” he said. “But for us, the Clarke chil-
dren are a part of our family, and annuities
have helped us to include them in our future
planning.”

The Covilles’ family relationship dates
back to 1867 when Gardiner Greene
Hubbard helped establish Clarke School so
that deaf children could have the opportuni-
ty to learn to speak as his young daughter
Mabel did when she lost her hearing at age
five. Hubbard, his son-in-law Alexander
Graham Bell, Gilbert H. Grosvenor and Lilian
Grosvenor Jones have served successive
terms on the Board of Trustees. Mr. Coville
proudly bears that responsibility now.

“We both feel Clarke is doing very
important work,” Mr. Coville said. “When
you visit their classrooms, you can’t help but
be moved by the children learning and inter-
acting with the teachers.” Annuities have
allowed Mr. and Mrs. Coville to provide
greater support and receive a variety of tax
benefits. But for this couple, the bottom line
is helping Clarke children succeed.

The Johnson Scholarship Foundation:
An Important Investor in the Independent Future of Clarke Children

After learning about Clarke’s five cam-
puses and the benefits of an auditory/oral
education in 2006, the Johnson Scholarship
Foundation in West Palm Beach, Florida
made the important decision to partner with
Clarke. Over the next five years, the Johnson
Scholarship Foundation has pledged to sup-
port Clarke children with $250,000 in out-
right scholarship assistance. Above and
beyond this fantastic support, the Foundation
will also provide matching gifts to Clarke with
the goal of creating an endowed scholarship
fund of more than $1 million. 

According to Malcolm Macleod,
President and CEO of the Johnson
Scholarship Foundation, Clarke’s mission to
teach deaf children to listen and talk and pre-
pare for mainstream schools aligns perfectly

with the mission of the Foundation.
“We think a Clarke education will set

deaf children on a path to independence and
self-sufficiency,” said Macleod.

In September, members of the Johnson
Scholarship Foundation visited Clarke’s
Northampton campus to see firsthand the
impact of their investment.

“What impressed us about Clarke was
the level of skill and expertise of the teachers
and the commitment of their Board. We were
also very impressed with the outreach the
school does with deaf and hard of hearing
students attending their neighborhood
school,” said Macleod. “Our purpose for
establishing the endowed scholarship fund is
to help make a Clarke education accessible to
all children well into the future.”

with hearing loss

To download a conference brochure,
visit www.clarkeschool.org.
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Clarke admits students of any race, gender, color, national or ethnic origin to all its programs. Clarke does not discriminate on the basis of race,
gender, color, national or ethnic origin in the administration of all its programs.

Clarke Scores with Professional Sports Teams
Clarke Pennsylvania teamed up with

the Philadelphia Flyers for a week of
Hockey for Hearing. Flyers representatives
visited the school to read to children and
distribute copies of From A to Zamboni, an
alphabet book created by the Flyers.
Teachers incorporated the hockey theme
into their classroom curriculum and activ-
ities. The week culminated with more than
150 family members and friends of Clarke
Pennsylvania enjoying a night of hockey at
the Wachovia Center, where the Flyers
honored George Nofer, trustee emeritus of
the Oberkotter Foundation, for his work
on behalf of children with hearing loss. A
two-minute video presentation about

Clarke Pennsylvania was viewed by more
than 15,000 Flyers Fans, and everyone
enjoyed watching as the Flyers battled the
Atlanta Thrashers. 

This is just one example of Clarke’s
recent collaborations with sports teams.
Clarke School East students sang the
National Anthem before a Brockton Rox
baseball game, and Clarke School – New
York has been selected as a beneficiary of
the 2008 AIG Homers for Kids program.
During the New York Mets’ September
series versus the Chicago Cubs, AIG will
donate $250 to Clarke for every homerun
hit by a Mets player and $1,000 for each
grand slam. That’s a win for everyone!

Delta Dental Ice Team member Christine Scott, Clarke benefactor George Nofer and Philadelphia Flyers
Ambassador of Hockey Bob “The Hound” Kelly celebrate Hockey for Hearing with Clarke Pennsylvania students.Young Alumnus

Making the Calls
Many baseball umpires have to tune out

distractions to focus on the game. But first
year umpire Joey Savarase CS’06 says that his
hearing loss actually helps him be more
focused on the job. Rather than being dis-
tracted by “all the other noise going on in the
background,” Joey, who is 16 and uses a
cochlear implant, is known to be very consis-
tent behind the plate. Working three to four
games per week, Joey says the hardest part of
umpiring Northampton Little and Junior
League is having to call kids out on strikes,
because he’s gotten to know all the players.
Joey’s mother Cathy-Ann says it’s been a great
experience. “He’s out in the community and
a lot of people know him. He can be an advo-
cate for himself when he needs to be. He real-
ly knows how to communicate.”

Joey Savarese CS ’06 on the job. (S. Soderberg photo)


