
Mainstream News
Information about hearing loss for students, families and educators

Published by

Mainstream News

SPRING 2019

VOLUME 38, NO.3

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

INSIDE THIS ISSUE

•  Clarke's 40th Conference  
on Mainstreaming Children 
with Hearing Loss

•  What School Teams Do to 
Prepare for the Fall

•  Student Profile: JP Patton

•  Summer Servicing of  
HAT Systems 

•  Clarke's 40th Conference 
Speaker Highlights

•  Clarke’s Summer Camp

Sponsored by 

•  What if my child’s speech begins to deterio-
rate without the maintenance work of regular 
speech therapy?  

•  My child didn’t progress this year in read-
ing as much as I had hoped. Should I think 
about a summer tutor?

•  Without the stimulation of a classroom, 
won’t my child’s language development 
stagnate?  

•  During the summer, shouldn’t my child con-
tinue to have the structure and predictability 
that they receive in school to maintain the 
progress they’ve made?

Summer Learning:  
Finding the Right Balance

ISSN 1046-6355

Summer can be seen as a time for a break, when kids and parents 
can both step away from the craziness of the school year and catch their 
breath. But when your child is deaf or hard of hearing, it can also bring 
along an entirely new set of worries. 

Summer can be a 
time for just being  
a kid—learning the 
lifelong lessons of 
play, both structured 
and unstructured.
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is celebrating a milestone year and  
you do not want to miss it! The  
theme of the 40th conference is  
“Invest in Their Future!”

We’ve already put together a remarkable 
agenda including many renowned profes-
sionals in the field who are ready to pres-
ent on many of the big topics of interest 
related to children with hearing loss. Join 
more than 200 participants, including 
classroom teachers and para-profession-
als, teachers of the deaf, speech lan-
guage pathologists, parents, audiologists, 
graduate students, school administrators 
and other educational professionals— 
all working in mainstream settings with 
preschoolers through high school-age 
children who are deaf or hard of hearing 
and use listening and spoken language.

NEW this year — our Making  
Connections program is open  
to children in grades 5-12!  
While parents attend workshops, Making 
Connections participants will spend the 
day with peers, learning self-advocacy and 
social skills in a safe and nurturing envi-
ronment. Co-facilitated by two of Clarke’s 
teachers of the deaf, this program is open 
to children who are deaf or hard of hearing, 
and use listening and spoken language. 

You can look forward to hearing more 
about registration this summer!
Interested in being a conference  
sponsor or exhibitor?  
Visit: clarkeschools.org/ 
mainstreamconference-sponsor#form

Mark your calendars!

October 24 and 25, 2019 
Hartford/Windsor Marriott Airport Hotel
Windsor, CT
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The long stretch of summer break can lead to all sorts of con-
cerns about children’s academic, speech, auditory or language 
development needs. So, how can you ensure that your child 
makes the most of the summer break? 

The first thing to consider is whether or not your child will 
be enrolled in an extended summer program. Many children 
continue with a similar schedule to the one they have year-
round, and services are not interrupted. If you’re not sure your 

child qualifies for an extended program it’s best to speak to 
their current teacher to double check. 

Second, many children need a break from their regular 
routines during the summer months. Children who are deaf 
or hard of hearing often have very full schedules during the 
year and a break from the routine, pressure and demands of 
school and therapy sessions can be just what they need. It is 
easy to become caught up in helping a child progress, and 
forget to allow for the natural breaks that all students need. 
Of course, it’s important to check with their speech therapist 
and any other professionals to see if your child will benefit 
from a break. 

Summer can be a time for just being a kid—or learning 
the lifelong lessons of play, both structured and unstructured. 
Don’t underestimate the value of the freedom that “summer 
vacation” implies to a student. Take a step back to look at the 
overall picture, and try to maintain a healthy balance, perhaps 
erring on the side of fun.

Read Mainstream News online at 

clarkeschools.org/mainstreamnews
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Having said that, it still may be very appropriate and some-
times critically important to work over the summer on the 
maintenance and development of skills. Here are some things 
to consider:

•  What skills might really be endangered by lack of mainte-
nance over the next eight weeks or so?  Talk to your child’s 
speech-language pathologist, teacher of the deaf or class-
room teacher. Find and focus on just one issue that you 
consider the highest priority and perhaps the most doable.  

•  If your child’s social skills have not progressed as much as 
their peers, perhaps this should be the summer’s priority; 
focusing on successful interactions with other children—
playing, communicating and managing the complexities of 
getting along with others.

•  If your child is the only one with hearing loss in their 
school, it might be good to find a program in which they 
will have the opportunity to work and play with other chil-
dren with hearing loss. (See Ideas for Summer Fun.)

•  Arrange for your child to take a friend along to lessons  
and/or therapy sessions.

•  Is there a different way to approach summer lessons?  
How about a math camp? Or a library reading program?

•  Can the summer tutor or speech-language pathologist bring 
some variety and fun to the work? Can they have their 
sessions outside some days? What if they practice spoken 
language skills over ice cream?

Perhaps the best piece of advice we can offer is to find a 
balance between play and work. Balance the structured lessons 
with special family outings; the class days with play dates. 
Keep talking to your child.  After all, this is their summer 
time, and at any age, their ideas and hopes for the summer 
need to be heard and respected. Make sure that along with  
the progress they make in speech and language, they have a 
summer to remember.
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Take a step back to look at the 
overall picture, and try to maintain 
a healthy balance, perhaps erring 
on the side of fun.

•  Take a break! It can feel like they become 
“therapy kids” during the course of the 
school year, depending on how many 
professionals they see. This is a great time 
to explore some of their interests a little 
more deeply, and there seems to be a 
camp for almost every interest. 

•  Connect with neighborhood friends. If a child at-
tends a non-local school program, then they can 
be away from kids in their town or neighborhood. 
A local camp can be a good way to reconnect. 

•  Focus on social needs 
and developing social 
skills that can get over-
looked during a busy 
school day. Schedule 
relaxed and easy play-
dates. 

•  Plan outings. Trips to the museum or the 
beach can be a great time to explore and 
also a good way to increase vocabulary.

•  Visit local libraries. They tend to have all sorts 
of great programming. Your child will also 
have the chance to borrow stacks of literature 
related to their interests, like cookbooks, travel 
guides and magazines.  

•  Buckets of sidewalk chalk can be used to write words on 
the sidewalk and give children a chance 
to practice sounds. Write out words and 
ask your child to find the word with the 
sound you’re asking for. 

•  Play car games if you’re heading out on a road 
trip. Games such as “I spy,” “Alphabet Game,” 
“Build a story,” “20 Questions,” “Road trip 

Scavenger Hunt” and “Speech 
Sound License Plate Game” 
are all great ways to have fun 
in the car and get a little extra 
practice in. 

•  Create a summer scrapbook. It doesn’t have to 
be anything fancy, but it can be a great way 

to keep your kids writing over the sum-
mer. Print out pictures or have children 

draw their own illustrations to go along 
with their memories.

Ideas for Summer Fun
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Whether or not your student will be moving 
to a new school, there are steps that can be 
taken now to ensure your student continues 
to have the access and support necessary 
to participate and learn to the fullest. A 
proactive approach to sharing information, 
organizing schedules and equipment, and 
anticipating access needs will lead to a better 
start for your student, their teachers and 
support personnel. Our mainstream teachers 
of the deaf offer the following suggestions for 
spring planning based on their experiences 
and feedback from classroom teachers.

1.  Choosing next year’s teachers.  
Some schools have policies about not 
“hand-picking” teachers or identifying 
teachers early but with the communica-
tion needs of a student with hearing loss, 
early selection of teachers is a reasonable 
exception to the rule. A teacher who is 
flexible, organized and plans ahead, and 
whose basic teaching style can accom-
modate a student who is deaf or hard of 
hearing will do a more effective job. If 
the communication style of the teacher 
also meets the student’s specific auditory 
and speechreading needs, the student will 
understand better and will find greater 
success in the classroom. While previous 
experience with listening technology is not 
necessary, a teacher who is comfortable 
with technology—or willing to learn—is a 
better match than one who is resistant to 
using the HAT (FM) system.

2.  Gathering and distributing 
information. Current teachers, speech-
language therapists, teachers of the deaf 
and other service providers, as well as the 
student and their parents all have valuable 
information to offer about the student’s 
strengths, challenge areas and the nature of 
the academic and non-academic assistance 
this student has needed most. Consider 
using our questionnaire (listed at the end 
of this article) to gather this information. 
Make copies and have them ready to dis-
tribute before the end of the school year.

3.  Scheduling an orientation to 
hearing loss. Whether this can hap-
pen now or next fall, training on hearing 
loss and the assistive listening equipment 
that will be used in the classroom is a 
necessary component of any program. 
Engage the school principal in helping 
to organize an orientation, and encour-
age their attendance so they’re aware of 
the needs of the student and can ensure 
everything is in place for the fall.

4.  Planning ahead for access to 
all media used during instruc-
tion. Teachers need to check the videos 
they use throughout the year and identify 
which ones are not captioned and seek 
assistance in finding captioned versions or 
acceptable alternatives. Teachers can also 
make the team aware of technology used 
(SMART Boards, computers) so con-
nectivity with the HAT (FM) system can 
be explored ahead of time. Involve your 
school’s technology specialist. It is help-
ful to have the directions for activating 
captions on each piece of equipment used 
to save time when showing a film. Seek 
help in connecting a student’s HAT (FM) 
system directly to classroom technology.

5.  Identifying a quiet location 
where the student will work 
one-to-one with the teacher of 
the deaf. This is an important consid-
eration that is often overlooked. Students 
with hearing loss need a quiet location. A 
busy hallway, shared room or back of the 
classroom is not an acceptable location 
due to the high level of background noise.

6.  Connecting electives to transi-
tion goals. When choosing courses, 
talk with your older student about their 
transition plan and which electives make 
the most sense. For example, a drafting 
class would be a good choice for a student 
interested in engineering; a personal 
finance course for a student interested in 
business, and so on.

7.  Planning a balanced schedule.  
Be sure that the academic courses with a 
heavier workload are spread evenly across 
semesters. Left to chance, a student could 
end up with mostly electives one semester 
and all academics another semester. 
Students with hearing loss are at risk for 
communication fatigue and language 
challenges. Also consider times of day 

What School Teams Do 
to Prepare for the Fall
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Use the check list “Transitioning Your 
Student with Hearing Loss: Information 
for Next Year’s Teachers” to document 
what you have learned about your stu-
dent with hearing loss this year and share 
it with next year’s teachers.  It is available 
at clarkeschools.org/questionnaire

Confidence has always been a 
quality that high school senior 
JP Patton has projected to the 
world combined with his love 
of science and engineering. 
JP’s family moved from Utah 
to Massachusetts in the sum-
mer of 2006 so that he could 
begin first grade in Clarke 
Northampton’s K–8 Program 
for students with hearing loss. 
Reflecting back on his educa-
tional career, JP spoke fondly 
of his time at Clarke, recalling 
an experiment with the water 

cycle in first grade when a glass beaker burst, causing the class to 
explode as well… with excitement! He remembers the pride and 
confidence he felt during his performance in a magic show in third 
grade when he wowed the crowd with his amazing feats! 

After a few years, JP was ready to attend a mainstream school with 
the support of Clarke’s itinerant teachers of the deaf. During his 
time there, JP and his Clarke teacher of the deaf gave a presenta-
tion to school staff about his hearing loss and amplification. He also 
presented on the mechanics and functioning of the internal combus-
tion engine to his peers. With support from his teacher of the deaf, 
JP has always strongly advocated for the use of his personal Hearing 
Assistive Technology (HAT) system. He also benefited from the use 
of his other accommodations, including the use of closed captions, 
preferential seating, and requesting clarification or repetition as 
needed during class instruction, as well as in social situations. Al-
though JP shared that it is embarrassing now, he also told a story of 
how his enthusiastic dancing to one of Justin Bieber’s songs earned 
him recognition as he was selected to perform his dance on stage for 
all the parents at an all-school event. “I thought I was so cool,” JP 
shared, laughing at the memory. 

JP then chose to transfer to an all boys private school for grades 
six through nine. He initiated an all-school presentation on the 
workings of his cochlear implant after he quickly became tired of 
explaining it to classmates. “I figured, why not just tell everyone all 
at once!”

In May 2019, JP graduated from Deerfield Academy, where he was 
in excellent academic standing having flourished in several AP classes 
and also served as manager of the football team, a tour guide for new 
students and families, and was a member of Deerfield’s crew, ski and 
road biking teams. In the fall, JP plans to attend Colby College where 
he hopes to do a dual degree program with Dartmouth University, 
majoring in engineering and minoring in finance. There is no doubt 
that JP’s confidence will continue to take him far!

Student Profile: JP Pattonwhen your student has the most energy or is 
usually in need of a communication break 
and plan the daily schedule accordingly. For 
example, a high school student who finds 
math challenging may concentrate best in the 
morning versus an afternoon period when 
they’re likely more fatigued.

8.  Choosing classes. Whenever possible, 
place your student with hearing loss in the 
classes with fewer students. This will provide 
a quieter environment and easier access to 
information and communication. There may 
also be more time for individual assistance. 

9.  Getting HAT (FM) equipment ser-
viced for the summer. Determine who 
will forward equipment to the audiologist for 
summer servicing, and who will deliver the 
equipment to the school in the fall. This works 
best when parents and school teams share the 
responsibility and come up with a plan ahead 
of time.

10.  Ordering Notewriter tablets for 
your older students. If your student 
uses peer or adult notetakers, Notewriter 
tablets offer instant, carbon-free copies of 
handwritten notes. They can be ordered 
through Clarke Mainstream Services via a 
form at clarkeschools.org/store or by calling 
413.582.1121.

This document was prepared by Clarke Mainstream Services, Northampton, MA. 

V/TTY: 413-582-1121     Fax: 413-586-6654     Email: mainstream@clarkeschools.org    Web: clarkeschools.org 

 

Transitioning Your Student with Hearing Loss: Information for Next Year’s Teachers  Student______________ Teacher _______________ Subject _________ Current Grade Level_____  1. How well did you and your student understand each other initially (including, but not limited to, 

speech intelligibility)? What suggestions can you give future teachers to make initial 

conversations easier?  
 
 
 
 
 

2. How would you describe the student’s participation in small and large group activities and 

discussions?  How were you able to help facilitate the student’s participation? 

 
 
 
 
 
 

3. How does the student handle transitions and free time? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4. How does the student handle communication breakdowns (one-to-one and in groups)? What 

type of help was needed?  
 
 
 
 
 

5. Does the student willingly make use of his/her listening aids? Does the student alert teachers to 

equipment problems?   
 
 
 
 
 
 

6. Describe the student’s level of independence/participation in the care of his/her equipment. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.clarkeschools.org/uploads/files/mainstreaming/teacher-questionnaire-open-response.pdf
http://www.clarkeschools.org/store


 

Preparing for summer  
servicing
The month before school ends is 
the ideal time to begin planning 
for the summer servicing of HAT 
equipment. The school team and 
family can work together to devise 
a plan with dates and deadlines.

1.  Decide who will drop off and 
pick up the equipment at the 
audiologist’s office. Some 
schools also pack up the equip-
ment and mail it in.

2.  Gather all equipment and place 
it in some sort of container 
labeled with the child’s name, 
school and contact information.  
Be sure to pack the transmitter, 
receivers, charger, audio shoes, 
pass-around microphones, ex-
ternal microphones and all other 
accessories.

3.  Keep an inventory of each  
piece of equipment along with  
corresponding serial numbers.

4.  Include documentation of 
any known problems with the 
equipment. For example, charg-
ing issues, reports of static or 
interference, loose connections 
or lost pieces.

Set appointments

As mentioned in the Step 3  
(Validation) at right, the student 
will need an appointment with the 
audiologist during the summer 
to ensure all settings are correct. 
Parents are encouraged to make 
this appointment as school ends 
so everything can be in order 
when school starts in the fall. If 
new school staff need an orienta-
tion to the HAT system, plan with 
the audiologist well in advance to 
reserve time.

What happens during  
summer servicing?

1.  Troubleshooting 
Each piece of equipment is test-
ed, and any necessary repairs 
are planned for.

2.  Verification 
American Academy of Audiology 
(AAA) guidelines are followed to 
ensure that the student is getting 
the right amount of volume from 
the HAT microphone compared 
to that of the hearing aid or 
cochlear implant microphones. 
Verification is performed at an 
initial fitting of equipment, but  
it needs to be checked every 
summer thereafter. 

3.  Validation 
Once the volume settings are 
verified, they are validated 
through a behavioral assessment 
with the audiologist. This pro-
cess involves the student mak-
ing a visit to the audiologist’s 
office where the student listens 
to sound with hearing aids or 
cochlear implants alone, and 
then with the HAT turned on.

4.  Checking the battery 
Rechargeable batteries need 
to be replaced every 12 to 18 
months. The audiologist checks 
them for lifespan.

A HAT system is one of the most 
important tools that influence the 
access a student has throughout 
the school day. Putting in the  
time and effort at the end of  
each school year to evaluate its  
effectiveness, service it properly 
and plan for the coming year is  
essential in providing consistent 
and appropriate access.

Summer Servicing of HAT Systems
Now is the perfect time to begin planning for the summer servicing of 
your HAT (FM) system with your student’s audiologist. We all know  
what an important tool this system is in providing access to classroom 
information and helping to keep students with hearing loss connected  
to school life. It is critical that these systems get checked at the end of 
each school year in preparation for the fall. School teams and families 
play an important role in the process.

“ Invest 
in Their 
Future!”    

OCTOBER  
24–25, 2019    
 

Hartford/Windsor 
Marriott Airport Hotel

Windsor, CT

As more information  
is available, you may  
find it by visiting:  
clarkeschools.org/ 
mainstreamconference
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Michelle Christie, Ms.Ed., CCC, Ed.D
Michelle Christie, founder of  
No Limits for children with 
hearing loss and families, 
which is an organization that 
teaches underserved chil-
dren who are deaf and their 
families the skills to succeed 
in school and in life through 
its after-school educational centers and distinguished 
theater arts program, promoting advocacy and awareness 
worldwide, will open the conference. Christie’s keynote 
will include a teaser of her production Silent NO MORE, 
which is an event comprised of true, awe-inspiring stories. 
The cast features five-time American Comedy Award 
nominee Kathy Buckley (the award-winning PBS special 
"No Labels, No Limits"); and acclaimed author of Not 
Fade Away, Rebecca Alexander. Christie will do a book 
signing of her book, Silent NO MORE, at various times 
during the conference, and following an evening produc-
tion of Silent NO MORE on Thursday, October 24, 2019. 
More details to follow.

Drew Dudley
Drew Dudley will open day 
2 of the conference. Well-
known for his famous TED 
Talk, Everyday Leadership 
(The Lollipop Moment), which 
was voted one of the 15 most 
inspirational talks of all time, 
Dudley will be speaking to 
the audience about the importance of self-respect in recog-
nizing and creating one’s leadership in order to enable 
self-advocacy and resiliency every day. Dudley will also 
host a drawing to give away signed copies of his book, This 
Is Day One: A Practical Guide to Leadership That Matters.

Barbara Hecht, PhD  
Sherri Vernelson, MED, LSLS Cert AVEd
Barbara Hecht and Sherri 
Vernelson will close day 1 of 
the conference. Hecht is the 
director of Clarke Boston. She 
has worked with families of 
young children with hearing 
loss and has educated parents, 
teachers, pediatricians and other 
professionals in the field for 
more than 25 years. Vernelson 
is the section chief for the deaf 
and hard of hearing system of 
support at the North Carolina 
Department of Instruction 
where she oversees the sensory 
support and assistive technology 
section, which provides techni-
cal assistance to local education 
agencies to help them build capacity in the programs 
for children who are deaf or hard of hearing, or visually 
impaired. Hecht and Vernelson are co-writers of the 2018 
edition of Optimizing Outcomes for Students who are Deaf 
or Hard of Hearing: Education Service Guidelines published 
by the National Association of State Directors of Special 
Education and they will present on these guidelines dur-
ing their presentation.

Jane Madell, FAAA, CCC A/SLP, LSLS Cert AVT
Jane Madell will present our 
General Closing Session.  
Madell is an audiologist, 
speech-language pathologist, 
and LSLS auditory verbal 
therapist, with over 45 years of 
experience in the field of pedi-
atric hearing loss. Madell, along 
with award-winning filmmaker 
Irene Taylor, made The Listening Project, a documentary 
comprised of interviews with deaf adults in their 20s and 
30s, most of whom were identified to have hearing loss as 
babies. Madell will show The Listening Project during this 
session and answer questions following it.

We are pleased to announce four of our incredible speakers for our 40th Conference on  
Mainstreaming Children with Hearing Loss! You do not want to miss this milestone event!

Speaker Highlights
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Our 2019 theme, “Joy in the Journey!” will encourage children  
to have fun as they recognize and celebrate their unique strengths and  
talents! In addition, experienced teachers of the deaf and young adults 
with hearing loss will encourage campers’ leadership and independence, 
while enhancing listening, communication and social skills. 

Held in Easthampton, Massachusetts, Clarke’s Summer Camp also offers 
campers the opportunity to enjoy field trips, recreation, arts and crafts, 
hiking, swimming and much more!

Clarke’s Summer Camp is a two-week 
camp for children 9-17 years old who are 
deaf or hard of hearing and use hearing 
technology. This year’s session runs from 

July 7–19, 2019. 

For more information and to register, 
visit: clarkeschools.org/summercamp.

Contact Ann Kot at 413.582.1121 or akot@clarkeschools.org with questions.

Summer Camp is filling up FAST!  
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