
 
 

 
Families Need Families 

An Event for Families with Children with Hearing Loss 
 

Saturday, November 10, 2018 
45 Round Hill Road, Northampton, MA 

 
 

 
FORMAL PRESENTATIONS AND DISCUSSION SESSIONS 

 
 
Family Life: Dynamics that Support and Sustain 
Speaker: Janice Gatty EdD 
9:15 - 10:45 am 
 
Children are born into the culture of family whose job it is to nurture them until they can take 
care of themselves. There are few guides on how to do this job and even fewer when the 
children are deaf or hard of hearing. Amazingly, families find their way through this 
unchartered territory, uncovering and marshaling resources, and forging on. These resources 
provide support to families as their children grow and develop in the early years through 
adolescence and can continue to sustain them after their children leave to begin their own 
lives. This session will help parents to identify what they wish for their children, what has 
helped them so far, and what will be needed to sustain them in the future. 
 
Social Development, What Parents Need to Know 
Speakers: Joni Alberg, PhD 
11:00 am - 12:30 pm 
 
Social interactions are an important component of nearly every aspect of our lives. For most 
children, the skills needed for social interaction develop naturally through the process of 
interactions with family and the community in which they live.  
 
Children who have difficulties with such skills as attention, listening, hearing, language, and 
memory are vulnerable to social problems. They may have difficulty following a conversation 
when a group is talking or may miss important information that causes them to react in an 
inappropriate manner. Children who are deaf or hard of hearing are at increased risk for social 
problems because so much of what happens in social situations relies on the nuances of 
communication.  
 



With attention to the social challenges faced by children who are deaf or hard of hearing, by 
teaching them the social skills they may lack, and by providing them with strategies to use in 
challenging social situations children can experience social success. The development of 
positive self-esteem and self-advocacy skills will make it possible for children to successfully 
navigate the social challenges they face every day. 
 
During this informal and interactive time together, we will talk about the most challenging 
social skills children who are deaf or hard of hearing face, discuss the social concerns parents 
have for their children, and explore strategies that will help children acquire successful social 
skills. 
 
Take the Lead: Advocating for Listening Needs   
Speaker: Carrie Spangler, AuD, CCC-A 
2:00-3:30 pm 
Panelists: Young Adults who are Deaf/Hard of Hearing 
 
Do you have any questions about navigating a hearing loss in our hearing world? Come 
prepared with questions to ask our expert panel of young adults who have hearing loss. This 
panel discussion will explore the challenges and solutions that each individual has faced along 
the way and strategies that they have utilized to promote advocacy as well as become 
leaders in their own life.  
 
 
Thank You! 
 
 
 
 
 


